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1865 Cornelius Bradnum was indicted for being feloniously and 
unlawfully at large at Heckingham on February 6th, he having 
been transported for the term of his natural life, due to the 
judgment against him for burglary at the Norfolk Assizes on July 
21st, 1847. The prisoner’s defence, was that having informed 
against mutinous convicts at Gibraltar, his sentence was reduced 
to fifteen years. At the Swan River, Western Australia, the 
Governor gave him his ticket of leave, and after “serving his 
ticket” he received a free pardon. He sailed to Callao, in Peru 
from which he was kidnapped, put upon an American ship, and 
brutally ill-used and crippled. Sixty-five dollars had been paid for
him, but as he was useless he was put ashore at Hamburg where 
he was some time in hospital, and afterwards came to England. 
Unfortunately, he had left at Callao the document conveying to 
him his free pardon. As it was for the prosecution to disprove the 
prisoner’s statement, but they had no evidence. The jury acquitted
him. He married Louisa Brown, and fathered a daughter.

Local police constable Brown in residence.

1865 Elementary schools were erected for 104 children in Ellingham and 70 in Kirby Cane (1861). The schools were built before the Education Act of 
1870 which provided for Government Grants and made school attendance compulsory between  the ages of five and ten years old. They were 
founded by The Nationa1 Society for the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church (National Schools) and supported by 
voluntary subscriptions. The school sites were given by Mr. Smith (Ellingham) and Lord Berners (Kirby Cane) who together with members of 
their family and friends, contributed towards the cost of erecting the schoolrooms and teachers' houses and presumably the salary.

Although the act provided for government grants to all schools, they were dependent upon the pupils attendance and their attainments in the 3 r's. 
All pupils under six qualified for 6s 6d per year, but those over six were allowed 4s-0d plus 2s-8d if they passed an examination in Reading, a 
further 2s-8d for Writing proficiency, and 2s-8d for Arithmetic, 12s-Od in all. Inspectors were employed to administer the exams, and the annual 
Examination Day when the children were "presented" was a most important day on the calendar. The lord of the manor would accompany the 
inspector and the rector. A half-day holiday always followed the inspection.

A school bell was presented to Ellingham school by Mrs Arundel.

1866 James Hawes and George Baldry (not the author) were charged by William 
Thrower, agent to Henry Smith, Esq., with unlawfully breaking a holly tree at
Ellingham. They were ordered to pay the costs 5s-6d costs and 6d damages 
each.
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